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YOUTH WEEK WA 
Statement by Minister for Youth 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Youth) [9.05 am]: Tomorrow sees the start of Youth Week WA, 
and I rise today in my capacity as Minister for Youth to celebrate the positive contributions that young people 
make to Western Australia. 
Historically, Youth Week has been run as a national event, with a harmonised national youth week across the 
whole country. Last year, the Turnbull government decided that the young people of Australia were no longer 
important enough to warrant a national youth week, so it cut the funding in its entirety for this important event on 
the youth calendar. This year, our Youth Week will be a uniquely Western Australian experience. In 2018, 
Youth Week WA will run from 13 April to 22 April. The McGowan government has provided $134 000 to support 
local youth through 58 Youth Week events throughout the state. From the Broome Mini Sports Day to the 
Bruce Rock Youth Fest to the Waroona Youth Fest and the Hedland’s Got Talent competition, Youth Week 
provides multiple opportunities to get involved. In addition to acknowledging the positive contributions of our 
young people, Youth Week WA also provides a means for them to showcase their talents and profile their roles in 
their local communities. Our youth have much to offer all of us. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: Hear, hear! 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: Except in here! 

As well as these very visible outcomes, another incredibly important element is less noticeable, and that is the 
unique amount of work that is undertaken in the many months leading up to Youth Week WA. During that time, 
young people work together with a range of other stakeholders, such as local governments and youth service 
providers, to plan, develop and promote these wonderful events. This is to the longer term benefit of 
Western Australia as it allows young people to work on a dedicated project that they are passionate about while 
improving their skills and connections in their communities. 

I am excited to be heading to South Hedland tomorrow with my colleague the member for Pilbara for the opening 
of Youth Week and to personally celebrate the achievements of young people from the Pilbara. I look forward to 
a successful Youth Week WA this year and encourage all members in this place and people of all ages in the 
community to get involved and acknowledge the important contribution that young people are making right now 
in WA. 
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